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Rebranding Religion:
religious manipulation in 15th century Castile
John Franzwa
Dr. Elizabeth Swedo & Dr. Patricia Goldsworthy-Bishop
Department of History, Western Oregon University
Introduction
This study focuses on examining the 
methods used by the 15th century Castilian 
monarchy to utilize religious rhetoric to 
increase their power and influence.
Thesis:
After their political power was firmly 
entrenched by the mid-15th century, 
Castilian rulers shifted the use of their 
Christian values towards unifying their 
Christian population through the 
vilification of the Muslim outsiders within 
their communities.
The Source
The Capitulations of Granada were created in December 1491, 
following the surrender of the Muslim kingdom of Granada to the 
Christian forces of Castile and Aragon. The Capitulations consisted of 67 
articles and decrees that detailed how the Muslims residing within 
Granada were to be treated under Christian rule. These decrees were 
created to alleviate the concerns of the Muslim population who feared 
discrimination at the hands of the Christian majority in power.
Conclusions
•My research indicates a deliberate 
effort made by the Castilian 
monarchy to use religion to 
consolidate power in the 15th
century. 
•Scholars have conducted extensive 
research into the subject of religion 
within medieval Iberia. Most of the 
existing scholarship concerns 
questions about the level to which 
the populace believed in and 
adhered to their religious tenets. 
However, this study has a different 
focus. Rather than asking how 
“Christian” the Castilian population 
was, this research asks how the 
monarchy used Christianity to 
further their own interests.
•Precedents set in 15th century 
Castile shaped the path of Spain 
through history and created an early 
example of Christian/Muslim 
relations. Examining this keystone 
time and place can lead to a better 
understanding of the religious 
debates that still exist today.
Literature Cited
“Capitulations of Granada (1491).” Translated by L.P. Harvey. In Medieval Iberia: Readings from Christian, Muslim, and Jewish Sources. Edited by Olivia Remie 
Constable, 344-350. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1997.
The Capitulations of Granada
Written in Granada, December 1491 
“No Moor will be forced to become 
Christian against his or her will.” 
(Article 30) 
This historical document demonstrates the rapidly changing Castilian 
royal attitude towards Muslims at the end of the 15th century. The 
same monarchs who issued these decrees declared war on Islam just 9 
months prior. They would later demand that all Muslims must convert 
or be expelled in 1502, despite multiple promises made within the 
Capitulations to allow Muslims to live in peace and practice their 
religion just ten years prior. This illustrates the drastic shift in royal 
policy regarding religious matters in 15th century Castile.
